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Ks?.  Silas  McKesm,— 

Dear  Sh  i  In  compliance  with  the  reqaest  of  several  of  onr 

fi-ioncls,  and  agreeably  to  my  own   wishes,   I   respectfully  a^-k  you  for 

a  Copy  of  the  Sermon,  delivered  at  the  Funeral  tf  JMrs.  JN'iles,  for 

the  Press. 

Ficspcctfully  yours, 

n.  H  NILES. 
Post  Mills,  Oct.  22.  18C4. 


KEPLY^ 
Dr.  II.  II.  NiLEs,— 

My  Dear  Friend :  I  will  not  refuse  what  you  asls  ;  for  I  know 
liy  de(  p  cxiicricnce  that  the  theme  of  the  Discourse,  to  which  you 
nfer,  is  truly  consolatory  to  one  situated  as  you  are.  The  sulject  is 
njore  fully  treated  by  llev.  II.  Ilaibaugh,  on  "  Heavenly  Ilecogni- 
tioii, '  and  by  Rev.  Dr.  A.  C.  Thompson,  in  his  IJook  entitled  tho 
'*  Heave;. ly  Lund  "  ;  to  both  of  whom  1  acknowledge  a  tcuasure  of 

My  kindest  regards  to  yourself  and  family, 

S.  McKEEN. 
SraOrord.  Vt.«  Oct  26. 1SG4. 


SERMON. 


Reavcnlf  Bccogrnitioa* 


Aad  1  say  «nto  you,  Th.at  many  aliall  come  from  the  eaat  sad  Treat,  and  shall  sit  detnt 
With  Abraham,  aad  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  ol  beaven.—H ethsw  vUi ;  11. 

This  remavkable  declaration  our  Saviour  made  to  his  disciples,  at  tho 
time  when  the  Roman  Centurion,  in  the  exercise  of  strong  faith,  carao 
to  Him  desiring  that  He  would  heal  his  servant,  then  l}'ing  at  homo 
8ick  of  the  palsy,  and  grievously  tormented.  To  this  distinguished,  yet 
humble  petitioner,  Jesus  said  :  "  Go  thy  way,  and  as  thou  hast  believed, 
60  be  it  done  unto  thee.  And  his  servant  was  healed  from  that  self 
same  hour. 

This  passage,  by  the  distinct  mention  of  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob, 
as  individuals  well  known  in  heaven,  strongly  favors  the  belief,  that  tho 
eaints  in  light  will  as  perfectly  recognize  each  other,  as  they  did  on 
earth  ;  and  enjoy  each  others  society,  as  that  of  well  known  and  dearly 
loved  friends.  In  perfect  fellowship  with  each  other,  and  with  Christ,  as 
Lord  of  all,  a  great  part  of  heavenly  felicity  will,  undoubtedly,  be 
found. 

By  the  doctrine  of  Heavenly  Recognition,  I  understand,  not  only 
that  the  heirs  of  salvation  who  have  known  each  other  here,  will  know 
each  other  in  heaven  ;  but  also  that  they  may  likewise  know,  either  di- 
rectly or  by  information,  all  the  saints  of  whom  they  have  ever  heard 
or  read,  and  become  personally  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  in- 
habitants  of  that  blessed  kingdom,  to  an  indefin»bfe^cstent.  The  con- 
templation of  this  theme,  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present,  when  wo 
are  about  to  lay  the  remains  of  a  beloved  Christian  friend  in  the  grave, 
»nd  ara  so  solemnly  reminded   tbat  we  are  all   passing  away,  scecoi 


peculiarly  appropriate,  and  suited  to  minister  consolation  to  all  who  nr» 
hoping  for  heaven. 

The  doctrine  which  we  are  about  to  consider,  though  not  free  fronr 
that  cloud  of  mysteriousness  which  rests  on  all  our  prospects  beyonnl 
the  present  life,  may,  and  as  it  seems  to  me,  should  bo  received  witb 
humble  confidence,  on  such  grounds  as  these,  namely,  its  harmlessness, 
its  reasonableness,  its  agreement  with  the  common  belief  of  mankind, 
the  support  which  is  given  to  it  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  benefi- 
cial influence  which  it  is  suited  to  have  on  the  minds  and  hearts  of 
those  who  entertain  it.  If  no  one  of  these  sources  of  evidence,  sepa- 
rately considered,  should  be  thought  to  furnish  positive  proof,  if  all 
taken  together  should  be  regarded  as  falling  short  of  demonstration, 
yet,  if  I  do  not  misjudge  the  result  with  most  candid  persons,  will  be  s 
prevailing  belief  in  its  truthfulness.  Let  us  look  at  these  several  top* 
ics  in  their  order. 

1.  A  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  Heavenly  Recognition  can  do  no 
karm. 

Various  theological  questions,  having  respect  to  the  unseen  world, 
arc  of  such  a  nature  that  a  belief  of  the  siie  contrary  to  truth 
is  not  only  erroneous,  but  may  prove  eminently  injurious  to  him  who 
entertains  it.  Is  the  soul  of  man  destined  to  an  endless  existence? 
Allowing  it  to  be  so,  a  belief  that  it  is  not,  may  induce  him  who  holds 
5t  to  pursue  a  course  of  conduct  utterly  unworthy  of  an  immortal  be- 
ing. Will  there  be  a  daj  of  final  j'ulgment,  when  we  must  all  appear 
before  the  tribunal  of  Christ,  to  givo  an  account  of  the  deeds  done  in 
the  body,  and  receive  a  sentence  of  approval  or  condemnation  never  t» 
be  revoked  ?  "Will  all  who  have  lived  and  died  in  obedience  to  th* 
Gospel  be  thenceforth  eternally  blessed,  and  all  who  have  lived  and 
died  in  sin  then  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment  ?  These  are 
questions  on  whoso  dcci.'^ion  by  individuals  their  eternal  life  or  death 
ra;iy  depend.  And  the  danger  lies  all  on  one  side.  If  there  were  ho 
future  stato  of  retribution,  a  belief  that  thero  is  such  a  state  must 
have  s   beneficial  influcnco  on  the  minds  and  conduct  of  men  in  tb» 


present  life.  But  if  their  is  such  a  state,  a  contrary  belief,  may,  and 
almost  inevitably  must,  end  in  utter  perdition. 

Not  so  in  regard  to  the  question  under  consideration.  If  you  be- 
lieve in  a  future  state  of  retribution,  and  the  necessity  of  obedience  to 
the  gospel  in  order  to  gain  admission  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  you 
can  be  in  no  dangerous  error  whether  you  do,  or  do  not,  believe  that 
the  heirs  of  salvation  who  know  each  other  here,  will  recognize  each 
other  in  heaven,  since  all  there  will  be  entirely  satisfied,  and  perfectly 
happy.  A  belief  in  heavenly  recognition,  whether  well  sustained  or 
not,  can  have  no  bad  influence  on  the  hearts  and  lives  of  those  who  en- 
tertain it,  but,  constituted  as  we  all  are,  must  be  to  us,  amid  the  sore 
bereavements  and  manifold  trials  of  life,  a  delightful  anticipation.  It 
brings  heaven  near,  and  invests  it  with  increased  attractions.  We 
might,  then,  safely,  and  with  benefit,  entertain  this  belief,  even  on 
elight  evidence  ;  but  I  trust  a  due  con&ideration  of  the  subject  will 
furnish  us  with  such  grounds  of  confidence,  that  we  shall  feel  no  pain- 
ful sense  of  doubt,  with  regard  to  the  matter.  In  this  as  in  many  other 
cases,  it  is  fit  that  we  should  believe  and  act  in  accordance  with  the  pre* 
ponderating  weight  of  evidence. 

2.  The  doctrine  of  Heavenly  Recognition  is  entirely  reasonable. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  those  who  here  have  lived  and  walked  with 
God,  who  have  passed  through  the  various  sufferings  and  enjoyments 
of  this  life  together,  who  have  with  united  desires  and  efforts  prayed 
and  labored  to  work  out  their  own  salvation,  and  to  promote  that  of  their 
fellow  men,  are  hereafter  to  exist,  with  increased  capacities ,  in  the 
kingdom  of  God,  whore  eacii  will  hnve  a  recollection  of  all  the  scenes, 
through  which  he  has  passed,  and  of  all  the  persons  with  wham,  be  was 
ever  acquainted,  is  it  not  eminently  reasonable  to  suppose  that  they  will 
know  each  other  and  rejoice  in  each  other's  society?  When  Christian 
friends,  after  long  separation,  meet  on  earth,  their  feelings  of  piety,  no 
less  than  those  of  sympathy  and  loving  kindness,  incline  them  to  con- 
terse  freely  with  each  other  respecting  the  various  pursuits  in  which 
tbcy  have  been  engaged,  the  prosperity  or  adversity  which  bas  attended 


them,  the  bercarcnients  and  eorrows  which  they  haTO  experienced,  «n<i 
the  goodness  of  God  to  them  under  all.  In  such  free  conversation  and 
fellowship  a  great  part  of  our  happinesa,  even  as  Christians,  is  found. 
The  Saviour  himself  has  made  it  a  chief  evidence  of  our  diacipleship 
that  we  have  love  one  to  another. 

"What  then  can  be  more  unreasonable  than  to  suppose  that  when 
these  intimate  friends  jointly  enter  the  celestial  city,  and  take  posses- 
eion  of  their  heavenly  inheritance,  they  will  have  nothing  further  to 
8ay  to  each  other  respecting  their  earthly  pilgrimage  ;  or  the  wonderful 
wisdom  and  benevolence  af  God  exhibited  in  their  deliverance  from  the 
thraldom  ol  sin,  from  the  snares  of  Satan,  and  in  training  them  by  a 
Jong  course  of  discipline  for  immortal  glory  and  blessedness  V  How 
unreasonable,  especially,  to  imagine  that  they  will  not  know  even  that 
they  were  acquainted,  or  ever  felt  any  particular  interest  in  each  other, 
while  on  earth  !  There  can  be  no  rational  doubt  but  that  the  spirits  of 
the  just  made  perfect  will  find  great  satitifaetion  in  each  other's  s-oiiely  ; 
conversing  together  respecting  tlie  various  scenes  through  which  they 
have  passed,  and  the  wonder  working  power  of  God,  manifested  in  pre- 
paring them  for  heaven. 

We  know  not  how  they  will  reccgnize  each  other,  or  hold  inter  com- 
munication, especially  during  the  period  between  death  and  the  resur- 
rection of  the  body  ;  but  that  constitutes  no  valid  olj.'Ction  to  the  sup- 
posed fact  that  they  do  thus  communicate  with  each  other.  Persons 
here,  make  themselves  known  and  communicate  their  thoughts  and  de- 
sires by  means  whieh  would  be  deemed  marvellous  and  incredible,  were 
they  not  so  familiar  as  to  attract  little  or  no  attention.  A  look,  a  mo- 
tion of  the  hand  or  head,  certain  impulses  given  to  the  air  by  the  or- 
gans of  speech,  certain  marks  or  impressions  on  paper,  made  by  the  pen, 
or  the  printer's  types;  electric  fluid  darted  along  the  telegrajihic  wires, 
extending  over  continents  or  through  ocean  dcpths.arc  all  to  many  means 
by  which  the  thoughts  and  wishes  of  one  soul  are  conveyed  to  another. 
And  if  such  means  arc  common  here,  who  can  doubt  but  the  same  in* 
^alligent  beings,  in  a  higher  state  of  existence,  whether  in  the  body  or 


«ttt  of  it,  will  be  able,  bj  some  means,  to  conrerae  freely  with  each  ©tfe- 
«rt  The  various  capacities  and  powers  of  the  human  soUl  adapt  us  for 
•Ociety,  and  we  are  warranted  to  expect  that  such  society  will  be  enjoy- 
ttd  io  heaven,  in  a  far  higher  and  more  perfect  degree,  than  it  ever  was, 
or  can  be  enjoyed  on  earth. 

3.  The  doctrine  of  Heavenly  Recognition  is  in  agreement  with  tho 
general  belief  of  mankind. 

A  belief  in  a  future  state  of  existence  is  so  congenial  to  the  nature 
and  wants  of  the  human  soul,  that  it  has  prevailed  among  all  nations  ; 
and  has  been  universally  attended  by  the  fond  expectations  that  tha 
good,  who  have  lived  in  love  and  friendship  here,  would  there  bo  mora 
intimately  united,  and  that  without  any  liability  to  separation.  The 
views  of  the  Pagan  nations  have,  of  course,  been  dark,  conSic'ing,  and 
in  many  respects  erroneous  ;  but  their  perfect  agreement  iu  the  main 
fact,  shows  that  it  is  a  want  of  human  nature,  and  by  common  consent  a 
thing  to  be  expected.  Why  has  it  been  customary  for  widows  in  tha 
Kast  to  sacrifice  themselves  on  the  funeral  piles  of  their  deceased  hus- 
bands ;  or  for  the  people  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  on  the  death  of  a 
distinguished  chieftain,  to  cut  off,  by  violence,  numbers  of  his  young 
warriors,  if  it  be  not  with  the  expectation  that  they  would,  in  some  way, 
be  to  the  deceased,  in  the  future  world,  very  much  what  they  had  been 
in  the  present  V  The  poor  Indian,  in  our  western  wilds,  consoles  him- 
self on  the  death  of  his  friends  by  the  hope  that  he  shall  meet  them 
again,  in  the  unknown  regions  beyond  the  mountains  which  skirt  his 
horizon,  and  rejoice  with  them  there,  in  the  abundant  provision  made  by 
the  Great  Spirit  for  all  his  wants.  The  embalming  of  tho  dead  by  the 
Egyptians,  the  practice  of  depositing  weapons  of  war  and  precious  or- 
naments in  sepulchres ;  and  of  regularly  for  a  time,  setting  articles  of 
food  by  tho  graves  of  tho  deceased,  common  among  benighted  people, 
all  bavo  respect  to  an  after  life  ;  and  manifest  an  expectation  tlunt  tha 
departed  will  be  very  much  the  same  there,  as  here  ;  have  similar  wantiy 
and  derive  their  happiness  from  essentially  the  same  sources. 

The  Philosophers,  tbePoeti,  the  Orators,  aod  other  cultivated  and 


distingaiihed  men  of  antiquity,  especiallj  among  the  Greeks  and  Ro* 
mans,  strongly  expressed  not  only  the  popular  belief  respecting  this 
^uliject,  bat  their  own  in  concurrence  therewith.  Had  we  time,  many 
striking  proofs  might  be  presented  fiom  the  writings  of  Homer,  Socra* 
tes,  Virgil,  Cieero,  and  others,  showing  that  they  believed  that  depart* 
ed  spirits  arc  familiarly  conversant  with  each  other. 

And  what  have  been  the  prevailing  views  of  Christians,  from  tha 
days  of  the  Fathers  down  to  the  present  time?  All  the  ancient  .and 
pious  fathers  agreed  in  tho  belief.  St.  Cyprian  was  confident  that 
"  Our  pious  parents,  brethren,  children,  and  near  relations  who  have  de- 
parted this  life,  expect  us  in  heaven,  and  arc  solicitous  for  our  good." 
In  the  close  of  his  sermon  on  immortality,  spcaldng  of  heaven,  he 
says.  "  Why  should  we  not  hasten  and  fly  to  seek  cur  home,  and  greet 
our  parents?  A  great  host  of  beloved  friends  await  us  (here;  a  nu- 
merous and  various  crowd,  parents,  brethren,  and  children  who  a  c  se- 
cure in  a  blessed  immortality,  and  only  still  concerned  for  us,  are  look- 
ing with  desire  for  our  arrival.  To  see  and  embrace  these — what  a 
mutual  joy  will  this  be  to  us  and  them  !  What  bl!ss,  without  fear  of 
■death,  to  live  eternally  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !  IIow  vast,  and  of 
eternal  duration,  is  our  celestial  blessedness  !  There  is  the  glorious 
fhoir  of  the  apostles — ^^there  the  joyful  prophets— there  the  innumera- 
Lle  company  of  martyrs,  crowned  on  account  of  their  victory  in  the  con- 
Iflict  of  sufferings.  There  the  merciful  who  have  fed  and  blessed  tho 
poor,  and  according  to  their  Lord's  direction  have  exchanged  earthly 
for  heavenly  treasures,  now  receive  their  glorious  reward.  To  these 
dearly  beloved  brethren,  let  us  hasten,  with  strong  desire  ;  and  ardent- 
ly wish  soon  to  be  with  them  ;  and  with  Christ."  In  such  like  pas- 
Mges  did  Jerome,  and  Augustine,  and  other  celebrated  divines  of  an- 
tiquity, express  their  full  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  future  recognition 
among  those  who  die  in  the  Lord. 

PasMng  rapidly  down  the  course  of  time,  let  us  briefly  notice  the 
current  lelitf  of  the  people  of  God  respecting  the  same  point.  On  tho 
trcolnj;  Icfoie  Mattla  Lutbcr  died,  ]i«  exjpresscd  bis  fiisoag  biU«£  i& 


this  doctrine.  Melancthon,  another  of  the  Reformers,  "  a  few  days  be. 
fjre  his  death,  told  Camorarius  that  he  trusted  that  their  friendship 
would  be  cultivated  and  perpetuated  in  another  world."  Thomas 
Becon,  one  of  the  English  Keformers,  says,  "  When  we  are  once  come 
into  the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  we  shall,  without  doubt,  both  see  and  know 
nil  the  holy  and  most  blessed  company  of  the  patriarchs,  prophets,  apos- 
tles, and  martyrs,  with  all  others  of  the  faithful.  As  we  are  all  mem- 
bers of  one  body,  whereof  Christ  is  the  head,  so  shall  we  know  one  an- 
other, and  rejoice  together."  The  Rev.  Charles  Drelingcourt,  of  Paris, 
concludes  an  argument  on  this  subject,  saying,  "  I  am,  therefore,  more 
than  fully  persuaded  that  we  shall  know  in  heaven  our  parents,  and 
friends,  and  generally  all  the  persons  whom  we  have  known  here  be- 
low." Rev.  Dr.  Knapp,  of  Germany,  says,  "  According  to  the  rcpre. 
sentations  contained  in  the  holy  scriptures,  the  saints  will  dwell  togeth- 
er in  the  future  world,  and  form,  as  it  were,  a  kingdom,  or  state,  of 
God.  They  will  there  partake  of  a  common  felicity.  Their  enjoy- 
ment will,  doubtless,  be  very  much  heightened  by  friendship,  and  bj 
their  confiding  intercourse  with  each  other.  That  we  shall  there  recog- 
nize our  former  friends,  and  shall  again  be  associated  with  them,  was 
uniformly  believed  by  all  antiquity."  Dr.  Doddridge  when,  bereaved 
by  death  of  a  beloved  child,  says,  "  Let  me  be  thankful  for  the  pleasing 
hope  that  though  God  loves  my  child  too  well  to  permit  it  to  return  to 
me,  he  will  ere  long  bring  me  to  it.  And  that  endeared,  paternal  af- 
fection, which  would  have  been  a  cord  to  tie  me  to  earth,  and  have  add- 
ed new  pangs  to  my  removal  from  it,  will  be  a  golden  chain  to  draw  me 
upward  ;  and  add  one  further  charm  and  joy  even  to  Paradise  itself. 
It  is  for  no  language  but  that  of  heaven  to  describe  the  sacred  joy 
whioh  such  a  meeting  must  occasion." 

The  general  belief  of  the  Christian  ministry  and  people  of  these 
United  States,  is  well  expressed,  if  I  do  not  misjudge  in  the  following 
passage  from  the  writings  of  Rev.  Dr.  Edwards.  "  It  is  reasonable  to 
believe  that  the  saints  shall  know  that  they  had  such  and  such  a  r^  la- 
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tion  to  one  another,  when  tlioy  were  on  earth.  The  father  shall  l^now 
that  such  a  one  was  his  child  ;  the  hu>banil  shall  know  '.hat  such  a  one 
was  his  wife  ;  thu  ^piiituul  guide  shall  know  that  such  belonged  to  his 
flock  ;  and  so  all  other  relations  of  persons  shall  be  renewed  and  known 
in  heaven.  The  ground  of  which  assertion  is  this,  that  the  soul  of  man 
Js  of  that  nature  that  it  depends  not  on  the  body  and  sense  ;  and  there- 
fore beinc;  separated,  knows  all  that  it  knew  in  the  body.  The  delights  of 
conversatiun  are  continued  in  heaven.  Friends  and  relations  are  free  with 
one  another  ;  and  call  to  mind  their  former  circumstances  and  conditions 
in  the  world,  so  far  as  may  be  serviceable  to  advance  their  happiness." 

Rev.  Dr.  Emmons,  another  eminent  American  theologian,  said,  in 
hl3  old  ago,  "  I  want  to  go  to  heaven.  It  is  an  inexpressibly  glorious 
place.  The  more  I  think  of  it,  the  more  delightful  it  appears.  I  want 
to  see  who  is  there  ;  I  want  to  see  brother  Sanfoi'd,  and  brother  Niles, 
and  brother  Spring,  and  Dr.  Hopkins,  and  Dr.  West,  and  a  great 
many  other  ministers,  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  in  this  world, 
but  who  have  gone  before  mo.  I  believe  I  shall  meet  thora  in  heaven  ; 
and,  it  seems  to  me  that  our  meeting  there  must  be  peculiarly  interest- 
ing." He  added,  "  I  want  to  see,  too,  the  old  prophets,  and  the  apos- 
tles. What  a  society  there  will  be  in  heaven  !  There  we  shall  see 
Bueh  men  as  Moses,  and  Isaiah,  and  Elijah,  and  David,  and  Paul.  I 
want  to  sec  Paul  more  than  any  man  I  can  think  of," 

Such  has  been  and  still  is  the  common  belief  of  men  distinguished 
for  their  knowledge  and  piety,  who,  under  the  full  light  of  the  Gospel, 
have  spent  the  time  of  their  sojourning  here  with  heaven  continually  in 
view.  And  their  united  voices  of  hope  and  joyful  confidence  may  well 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  our  own  minds.  But  their  reasonings,  and 
strongly  expressed  hopes,  arc  not,  and  should  not  be,  the  main  ground 
of  our  belief;  since  wc  are  favored  with  the  light  of  divine  revelation. 
I,  therefore,  remark, 

4.  That  the  doctrine  of  Heavenly  Recognition  derives  strong  support 
from  tho  holy  ecripturcs. 
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It  is  not  represented  that  they  teach  this  sentiment  as  directly  and  fully 
as  they  do  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  resurrection  of  the  dead 
and  a  judgment  to  come ;  still  there  is  so  much  said,  and  manifestly 
taken  for  granted,  there  are  so  many  incidental  allusions  to  the  subject, 
that  whoever  will  collect  these  rays  of  light  together,  and  suffer  them  to 
shine  without  observation,  surely  will  not  be  obliged  to  walk  in  dark- 
ness. 

The  fact  that  kindred  saints,  in  the  days  of  the  patriarchs  strongly  de- 
sired that  their  remains  should  be  buried  together,  implies  their  hopes 
of  a  reunion  beyond  the  present  life.  Abraham,  when  his  wife  Sarah 
died,  purchased  of  Ephron  the  Hittite  the  cave  of  Maehpelah,  with  the 
adjoining  field  adorned  with  trees,  as  a  burial  place  not  only  for  his  de- 
ceased wife,  but  for  himself  and  posterity.  He  insisted  on  paying  a 
liberal  price  and  making  his  title  sure.  When  this  venerable  father  of 
the  faithful  died,  his  sons,  Isaac  and  Ishmael,  laid  his  remains  in  the 
same  cave,  to  rest  till  the  morning  of  the  final  resurrection.  There, 
too,  they  buried  Isaac,  and  Rebecca  his  wife ;  and  Jacob  buried  Leah. 
Jacob,  when  about  to  die  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  charged  his  sons  to 
convey  his  lifeless  body  to  his  native  land,  and  lay  it  in  the  cave  of 
Maehpelah,  with  his  kindred  dead.  This  command  they  faithfully 
obeyed.  Joseph,  as  the  time  of  his  departure  drew  near,  instead  of 
wishing  his  body  to  be  laid  in  state  witli  those  of  the  illustrious  dead  in 
the  catacombs  or  pyramids  of  Egypt,  "took  an  oath  of  the  children  of 
Israel,  snying  Go!  will  surely  visit  you,  and  ye  shall  carry  up  my 
bones  from  liencc."  lie  wished  his  remains  to  rest  in  the  burjing 
plice  of  his  fathers.  But  if  these  men  of  God  had  not  believed  in  future 
es.istenoo,  had  not  believed  in  recognition,  and  re-union,  among  the 
sainted  dead,  what  possible  imlucement  could  they  have  had  to  wish  so 
strongly  to  bo  buried  togeiher  ? 

Again,  the  peculiar  terms  in  which  the  death  of  the  good  is  recorded 
in  th'j  scriptures,  arc  very  significant.  "  Abraham  gave  up  tho  ghost, 
and  dicd=aad  was  gathered  t&  hlspeople,^^    "  Isass  garo  up  the  ghoafe 
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and  died,  and  was  gathered  unto  his  people."  The  same  phraseology  is 
used  in  regard  to  Jacob.  The  phrase  •'  gave  up  the  ghost,"  is  thought, 
by  some,  to  be  simply  equivalent  to  tho  term  expired;  but  as  it  is  the 
fit  term  to  express  resigning  up  the  Spirit,  the  soul,  no  reason  appears 
why  it  should  not  in  these  instances  be  so  understood  ,  especially  when 
it  is  also  said  that  the  individual  who  thus  gave  up  the  ghost,  died. 
The  martyr  Stephen,  no  doubt,  expressed  the  true  meaning  of  tho  an- 
cient phraseology  when  he  said,  -'Lord  Jesus,  into  thy  hands  I  com* 
mend  my  spirit ;"  that  is,  his  immortal  soul.  It  must  have  been  with 
special  reference  to  the  souls,  or  spirits  of  those  ancient  believers  that 
it  is  said,  they  were  gathered  to  their  people.  The  true  God  was  their 
God,  and  his  people  were  their  people.  With  what  propriety  could  tho 
phrase  be  used  of  the  body  ?  of  the  body  before  its  burial,  and  espec- 
ially when  it  never  was  buried  with  its  kindred'  dead  ?  Jacob  was 
gathered  to  his  people  as  soon  as  be  died,  though  a  long  and  tedious 
pilgrimage  was  to  be  performed  by  his  sons,  before  his  remains  eould 
be  deposited  in  the  cave  of  Maehpelah.  Aaron  died  on  the  top  of 
Mount  Ilor,  in  the  solitary  desert ;  but  he  was,  nevertheless,  gathered 
to  his  people.  Moses  died  on  Mount  Nebo,  and  was  buried  somewhere 
in  the  land  of  Moab  ;  but  no  man  knoweth  of  his  sepulchre  unto  this 
day  ;  yet  he  was  gathered  unto  his  people.  He  was  gathered  unto  tho 
great  assembly  of  the  pious  who  had  entered  the  heavenly  world  beforo 
hira  J  to  be  forever  united  with  them  there,  in  the  love,  worship  and  en- 
joyment of  God. 

When  David's  child  died,  he  remarked,  with  deep  emotion,  "  I  shall 
go  to  him  ;  but  he  will  not  return  to  me."  He  evidently  expected  to 
meet  that  child  in  the  future  world  ;  to  know  it  as  his  ;  and  that  they 
should  be  happy  together,  as  father  and  child,  where  sickness  and  death 
and  sorrow  will  no  more  be  experienced. 

The  prophet  Duniel's  prediction  of  the  great  event,  when  "  the  many 
who  sleep  in  tho  dust  of  the  earth  shall  arise,  some  to  glory  and  honor, 
and  some  to  shamo  and  everlasting  contfliopt,"  implies  that  individuals 
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m\\  be  personally  known  in  their  true  characters  ;  for  bow,  otherwise, 
ehould  some  be  honored  and  others  dishonored,  according  to  their  res- 
pective deserts  ? 

At  the  transfiguration  of  our  Saviour,  when  his  countenance 
shone  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  was  white  as  the  light,  Moses, 
who  had  died  on  Mount  Nebo  many  ages  before,  and  Elijah  who  had 
been  taken  up  into  heaven  without  dying,  appeared  and  conversed  with 
him  respecting  the  decease  which  he  was  about  to  accomplish  at  Jeru- 
salem. This  was  the  identical  Moses  who  had  given  the  law  to  Israel 
amid  the  thunderings  and  lijihtninsis  of  Sinai — the  identical  Elijah  who 
had  so  gloriously  vindicated  the  honor  of  the  true  God  before  an  evil 
and  apostate  generation.  And  as  they  retained  their  distinctive,  char- 
acters, and  names,  why  may  it  not  be  so  with  all  the  saints  in  light,  even 
during  their  intermediate  state  ?  God  is  not  the  God  of  the  dead,  but 
of  the  living. 

When  our  Saviour  came  to  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  after  he  bad  been 
four  days  numbered  with  the  dead,  and  decomposition  in  the  lifelesa 
body  had  commenced,  as  he  stood  by  that  open  grave,  he  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  "  Lazarus,  come  forth  !"  The  individual  who  was  thus  called 
back  to  life  was,  even  in  the  world  of  spirits,  still  Lazarus  ;  the  brother 
of  Mary  and  Martha ;  the  friend  of  Jesus;  and  when  called  by  name, 
called  by  him  who  is  Lord  alike  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  he  enters  at 
once  into  his  reanimated  body,  and  springs  forth  exulting  in  life. 

Our  Saviour's  account  of  the  general  judgment,  when  every  ono 
must  give  account  of  himself,  in  the  presence  of  the  assembled  uni- 
verse, implies  that  every  individual  must  be  more  fully  known  by  oth- 
ers, even  by  his  most  intimate  acquaintances,  than  he  ever  was,  or  could 
be,  in  this  present  life. 

In  our  Lord's  valedictory  to  his  disciples,  he  said,  "In  my  Father's 
bouse  are  many  mansions— I' go  to  prcp-ire  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go 
and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  to  myself, 
that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also."     This  was  addressed  to  them 


infllvnuallj  ;  to  Peter,  James,  Jolin.  nnd  all  the  rest.  Christ  would 
receive  eaeli  and  all  of  thoin  to  liimself,  where,  in  his  preseiieo,  ihey 
should  CDJoy  intimate  commuiiion  with  him  and  with  each  other,  forever. 

Heavenly  enjoyment  is  sonaetiraes  symbolized  by  a  feUst,  at  which 
all  the  saints  in  light  are  social,  and  welcome  guests. 

To  the  penitent  thief  on  the  cross,  who  cried,  "Lord  remember  mo 
when  thou  comest  into  thy  kingdom ;"  Jesus  replied,  "  This  day  shalt 
thou  be  with  me  in  Paradise."  The  promise  is  personal.  That  very 
penitent,  that  identical  sinner,  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  destruction, 
was  the  individual  who  should  be  thus  highly  exalted.  And  the  whole 
truth  respecting  him  must  be  known  in  order  that  the  wonderful  power 
and  grace  of  God  in  his  conversion  might  be  duly  appreciated.  So  will 
it  be  with  all  other  sincere  believers. 

St.  Paul's  address  to  his  convie**  at  Thessalonica,  strongly  implies 
his  belief  in  this  doctrine.  "  For  what  is  our  hope,  or  joy,  or  crown  of 
rejoicing?  Are  not  even  ye,  in  the  presence  of  the  Lo.id  Jesus  Christ 
at  his  coming?  For  ye  are  our  glory  and  jny  "  Nothing  is  more  cvi- 
dent  than  that  he  expected  to  know  these  converts  in  the  heavenly 
world,  in  distinction  from  all  others  j  and  to  rejoice  over  them  with  ex- 
ceeding joy. 

In  John's  apocalyptic  vision  of  the  order  and  worship  of  the  heaven- 
ly inhabitants,  the  various  nations,  languages,  and  tribes,  from  which 
they  have  been  gathered,  are  known,  their  sufFjrings  for  righteousness 
Sake,  are  reii:cinbcr('(l  ;  they  ai'c  ijei'sonally  addres.'-i.'d  and  r w.irdtd  ; 
they  are  ill!  clotlied  in  white  K.bos,  in.ve  ciowns  .scion  their  heads,  and 
unite  in  .=nn;^s  of  loTty  prai.~e,  wlacli  roll  and  revci berate  ihrough  the 
Celestial  woiM. 

Surely  all  these  reprc.-cntafion'',  ami  o'lliors  which  might  be  educed 
from  the  divine  oracles,  .strongly  .su^!tain  the  bd'ef  that  the  saints  in 
glory  k?iriw  each  otlier,  more  intimattdy  than  they  ever  did  on  earth  ; 
and  will  forever  be  most  firmly  united  in  love  and  c.valted  friendship. 

Finally,  The  doctrine  of  heavenly  recognition  derives  support  from 
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the  fact  that  its  belief  must  Imve  a  bcncfii;ial  inCucnce  on  those  who  re- 
ceive it.  It  bcnr.s  lijo  stamp  of  a  true  doctrire  in  this,  tl)iit  it  is  in  a'c* 
conlance  witli  godliness,  and  profitable  for  instniction  in    righteousness. 

It  tends  to  elevate  and  strengthen  our  carth'y  .-iffjetions.  Said  the 
Eev.  Iiich:ird  Baxter,  "  1  must  confess,  as  the  experience  of  wy  own 
soul,  that  the  expectation  of  itving  my  friejuls  in  heaven,  'piitit-irally 
kindles  iny  love  t)  them  on  earth.  If  I  thought  I  should  never  knotv 
them,  and  conser[ii!3ntly  never  love  them  after  this  lifo  is  ended,  I  shouhl 
in  reason  number  them  with  temporal  tliin;;s  and  love  them  as  such. 
But  I  now  delight  to  converse  wi:h  my  picus  friends,  in  a  firm  persua- 
sion that  I  shall  converse  with  them  forever  ,  and  I  take  comfort  in  those 
of  them  that  are  dead  or  absent,  as  believing  that  I  shall  shortly  meet 
v^ith  them  in  heaven,  and  love  them  with  a  heavenly  love,  that  shall  be 
perfect." 

In  these  views  and  feelings  we  may  all  concur.  Your  houses  and 
lands,  your  clothing  and  furniture,  your  bonds  and  deeds,  your  of- 
fices and  worldly  honors, of  what  avail  will  they  be  to  you,  when  forever 
removed  from  earth  by  the  hand  of  death.  You  can  take  none  of  these 
things  with  you,  nor  would  they  Ic  of  any  use  if  you  could.  But  if 
you  are  heirs  of  salvation,  your  separation  from  your  pious  friends  on 
earth  will  be  of  brief  duration  ;  they  will  soon  meet  you  in  the  heavenly 
world,  to  be  the  joy  of  your  hearts  forever.  This  consideration  should 
unite  us  strongly  with  them  in  the  present  life ;  and  move  us  to  treat 
even  the  humblest  and  most  dependent  of  them,  with  great  loving  kind- 
ness, as  joint-heirs  with  ourselves  to  an  inhcritar.ee  that  is  incorruptible 
and  undefiled,  and  which  shall  never  fade  away.  Kindness  to  our  suf- 
fering fellow  Christians,  on  account  of  their  union  with  the  blessed  Sa- 
viour, he  will,  in  the  last  day,  acknowledge  as  done  to  himself.and  rich- 
ly reward.  And  if  any  of  our  kindred  or  friends  are  not  prepared  to 
enter  with  us  into  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  let  the  powers  of  the  world  to 
come  constrain  us  to  use  the  most  faithful  endeavors  to  persuade  them 
to  secure,  while  possible,  au  interest  in  the  great  Ealvalion.    0,  how 
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bappy,  how  supremely  blessed,  must  those  families  bo,  who  shall  find 
themselves  at  last.without  one  missing,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven  !  All 
forever  at  home  ! 

Acain,  this  doctrine  is  exceedingly  comforting  to  those  who  have  by 
the  stroke  of  death  been  bereaved  of  pious  friends.  The  thought  that 
they  are  not  lost,  but  only  gone  before  us  to  the  heavenly  world,  that 
freed  from  all  sin  and  sorrow,  and  made  perfect  in  righteousness,  they 
have  joined  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  first  born,  and  are 
there  rejoicing  in  the  presence  of  the  exalted  Redeemer — the  thought 
that  in  the  morning  of  the  resurrection  their  bodies,  once  laid  in  the 
grave  to  return  to  dust,  shall  be  raised  again  to  life,  glorious  and  ira* 
mortal,  that  their  sanctified  spirits  and  incorruptible  bodies  are  hence- 
forth to  be  re-united  in  indissoluble  bonds,  to  be  forever  delightfully  oc- 
cupied in  the  service  of  God,  and  that  we,  if  truly  pious,  shall  see  them 
and  know  them  and  be  united  with  them  in  perfect  love,  and  shine  with 
them  forever  in  the  beauties  of  a  glorious  immortality,  may  well  assuage 
our  grief  and  fill  our  hearts  with  divine  consolation. 

This  consolation  the  ancient  believers  richly  enjoyed.  With  them 
faith  was  indeed  the  substance  of  things  hoped  for ;  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen.  When  multitudes  were  swept  away,  at  Carthage,  by  a 
desolating  pestilence,  Cyprian,  speaking  of  the  pious  who  had  died,  said 
to  his  church,  "  We  ought  not  to  mourn  for  those  who  are  delivered  from 
this  world  by  the  call  of  the  Lord,  since  we  know  that  they  are  not  lost, 
but  sent  before  us ;  that  they  have  taken  their  leave  of  us,  in  order  to 
precede  us.  Wc  may  long  after  them,  as  we  do  for  those  who  have  sailed 
on  a  distant  voyage,  but  not  lament  them.  We  may  not  here  below  put 
on  dark  robes  of  mourning,  when  they  have  already  put  on  white  robes  of 
glory  ;  we  may  not  give  the  heathen  just  occasion  to  accuse  us  of  wccp- 
ing  for  those  whojoc  lost  and  extinct,  of  whom  we  soy  they  live  with 
God  ;  to  accuse  us  of  failing  to  prove  by  our  hearts  the  faith  we  profess 
by  our  lips.  We  who  live  in  hope,  who  believe  in  God,  and  trust  that 
Chii^tt  baa  suffered  fur  us,  aad  lisca  again — why  du  we  tiot  ourselves 
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wish  to  depart  out  of  this  world  ?  Or  why  do  we  weep  for  the  friends 
who  have  been  separated  from  us  as  if  they  were  lost  ?"  0  that  tha 
Banie  strong  faith  and  hope  may  live  and  reign  in  our  hearts,  and  amid 
the  bereavements  and  sorrows  of  this  dying  world,  fill  us  continually 
with  peace  and  joy  in  believing. 

This  consolation  the  relatives  and  friends  of  the  beloved  Christiaa 
lady  whose  funeral  we  are  now  attending,  arc  permitted  to  enjoy.*  A 
few  facts  communicated  to  me  by  those  who  had  the  best  opportunity 
to  know  them,  especially  with  regard  to  her  pious  resignation,  pcaeeful- 
ness,  and  strong  liopo  in  the  blessed  Saviour  in  the  near  prospect  of 
death,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  communicate.  Mrs.  Niles,  a3  daugh- 
tor,  sister,  wife,  mother,  friend,  was  a  true  and  faithful  woman.  By 
those  who  really  knew  her,  her  loss  will  be  severely  felt,  and  her  raom* 
ory  fondly  chsris'icd.  She  having  in  early  lite,  consecrated  herself  to 
the  adorable  Saviour,  thenceforth,  aimed  to  live  in  accordance  with  her 
Cliristian  profession ;  and  when  called  to  pass  through  the  valley  of  tha 
shadow  of  death,  she  feared  no  evil.  To  her  sister  Mary  she  said,  ono 
night,  "  IIow  good  it  seems  to  be  laid  aside  from  the  busy  cares  of  life, 
that  I  miy  refljct  on  the  goodnass  of  God."  She  often  spoke  of  the 
mercy  and  the  goodness  of  God  to  her.  At  one  time,  in  an  audiblo 
and  impressive  manner,  s1j3  offjred  a  most  fervent  prayer,  committing 
herself  and  those  so  near  to  her  in  life  to  the  care  and  mercy  of  God  ; 
addinj;  that  if  she  was  soon  to  be  rercoved  from  earth  she  wished   to 


•  iVfrs.  Lucy  II.  Niles  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  lafc  William 
Hcaton.  Esq., 'and  Mrs.  Martha  Child.s  Tleaton,  of  Po.st  Mills,  Vt, 
She  was  born  in  Thetford,  Vt  .  March  29,  1809 — was  married  to  H, 
II.  Nilet>.  M.  D  ,  Jan.  4,  1831.  »:;oon  after  her  marriajjo  elie  becamo 
Impefully  pious,  and  with  her  husband  united  with  the  Cntial-egational 
Church  ;  in  cnnneotinn  with  which  she  oontinuod  during  the  rent  of 
her  lifii.  She  w.i«  tlio  ninther  of  throe  dnughtors.  Klizaheth  Keaer, 
rrance-s  M;irin.  and  Marthti  Kate,  who,  with  tlnir  beloved  father,  have 
livcil  to  ('XjjiM-icriiv'  fhi-(  sore  hcreavi.'infnt.  After  a  Hevt^ro  and  pro* 
tractcd  .".ickfii'-is  wliicli  aha  endured  with  sweet  piibmij^HJon  to  the  Divine 
will.  y>y^.  Nilus  pi^^^c'd  away  to  her  heavenly  houju,  dept.  '60,  186^,  ia 
the  CGlh  year  of  bor  ngo. 
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fpen3  every  remaining  moment  of  licr  life  to  (lio  glory  of  GoJ.  At 
another  time  she  urged  her  daughters  so  to  live  that  their  whole  lives 
niixht  be  one  constant  breath  of  prayer  I  Death,  she  said,  had  no  ter- 
rors for  her,  for  Christ  would  be  with  her. 

"When  her  sister  Martha  came  from  her  distant  h.ome  in  the  "\Yest,  and 
asked  if  she  felt  that  God  had  been  good  to  her  in  her  sickness,  she 
quickly  replied,  "  Oh,  yes  !  so  good,  and  so  kind  !  and  now  how  thank- 
ful I  ought  to  be  that  I  have  lived  to  see  you.  I  have  many  things  to 
say,  but  am  too  weak  to  say  much  now."  But  addtd,  "  I  must  tell 
you  how  kind  every  one  has  been  to  nic.  Oh,  how  can  I  bo  grateful 
enough  for  it  ?  "  At  another  time  when  her  sister  asked  her  on  what 
theme  she  dwelt  with  the  greatest  interest  in  the  midst  of  her  sufferings, 
"  Oh,"  said  she.  "  the  goodness — the  goodness  and  mercy  of  God." 
When  her  daughter  Frankio,  at  one  time  inquired,  with  allusion  to  a 
piece  of  music  which  her  mother  admired,  "  Mother  do  you  fuel  as  if 
you  were  •  Only  waiting  ?' "  "Yes,"  she  replied,  "only  waiting — 
otily  waiting  to  be  with  Jesus."  When  asked  by  her  sister  why  she 
trished  to  be  with  Jesus,  she  said,  "  That  I  may  be  like  him."  And 
tliU3  did  she  depart,  looking  to  Jesus,  hoping  to  be  in  soul  and  body 
perfectly  transformed  into  his  likeness,  and  to  rejoice,  with  all  the  sane* 
tified,  in  his  love  and  service  forever.  Truly  the  bereaved  husband  and 
daughters  and  all  the  loving  relatives  and  friends,  have  reason  to  bo 
comforted  ;  and  to  bless  God,  most  heartily,  for  his  great  goodness  to 
the  dear  one  whom  ho  has  called  away,  and  to  themselves.  May  iiia 
grace  be  sufficient  for  you  all.  May  you  all  be  prepared  to  meet  her 
in  "  the  land  of  pure  delights." 

I  remark,  finally,  that  a  belief  in  Heavenly  Ptccognition  is  suited  to 
•waken,  in  the  hearts  of  the  living,  a  desire  to  be  ])repared  to  unite 
with  the  redeemed  and  saved,  in  their  exalted  services  and  enjoyments. 
It  gives  a  reality  to  the  unseen  world  which  must  be  impressive.  You 
are  not  to  conceive  of  heaven  as  of  some  tar  off  mystical  region,  in- 
volved io  thick  clouds  and  deep  obscurity,  where  all  is  without  form  and 
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toIJ,  w!ioso  sliaJowy  TnliaL'tntits  nre  (]e55t*(uto  oF  all  tlie  roL'lIn,:»s  nf  ppr. 
sonal  jittachinont,  alike  unknowing  and  unkno.vn,  ami  wlii-ro,  .vliou'd 
you  enter,  no  one  would  ^ive  you  a  coidial  greeting;,  or  notice  you. 
Banisli  forever  such  gloomy  foreljodings.  Ileavon  is  the  very  metrop- 
olis of  the  universe,  the  city  of  the  living  God,  intiniti.'ly  exceeding  in 
sublimity  and  beauty  everything  in  art  or  nature  which  we  are  accus* 
tomed  to  admire  ;  filled,  it  is,  with  the  light  of  Jeliovali's  countenance, 
and  with  the  exuberance  of  his  everlasting  love.  There  all  the  pious 
relatives  and  friends,  over  whose  departure  you  once  mourned  so  bitter-  - 
ly,  are  waiting  to  receive  you  into  their  unutterable  blessedness.  There 
all  the  excellent  of  the  earth  who  have  passed  through  the  gate  of  death 
now  live  and  rejoice.  Tliere  the  holy  angels  lift  up  their  voice  of  praiso 
to  God  over  every  sinner  who  repents  and  obeys  the  go-Kpcl.  There 
the  glorious  Redeemer,  surrounded  by  all  the  hosts  of  heaven,  lives  and 
reigns,  and  delights  to  render  the  innumerable  multitude  of  his  saints 
supremely  blessed  and  happy.  ^ 

Do  you  not  then,  my  fellow  travellers  to  eternity,  desire,  in  Cod'd 
good  time,  to  be  re-united  with  your  pious  relatives  and  friends,  and  to 
join  with  them,  and  with  all  the  heavenly  hosts,  in  their  exalted  ser-, 
vices  and  everlasting  enjoyments.  Can  you  endure  the  thought  of  be- 
ing forever  excluded  from  the  fellowship  of  all  the  good,  from  the  pres- 
ence of  Christ  who  died  and  rose  again  that  you  might  live — the  thought 
of  an  everlasting  abode  with  the  wicked  in  the  Avorld  of  woe  ?  Be  en- 
treated by  all  that  Is  lovely  and  attractive  in  heaven,  bj  all  that  is  dread- 
ful in  sin  and  suffering  that  will  never  cease,  by  the  love  and  authority 
of  God,  to  como  with  contrite  hearts,  with  believing  spirit.',  to  Jesus; 
and  consecrate  yourselves,  entirely  and  forever,  to  his  service.  Then, 
when  he  who  is  your  life  shall  appear,  yc  also  shall  appear  with  him, 
and  with  all  bis  saints  in  glory. 

"There  all  the  millions  of  his  saints 

Shall  in  one  Fong  unite, 
And  each  the  bliss  of  all  shall  view, 

With  infinite  delight.*' 


